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DG Ron’s Comments

D i s t r i c t  1 1 - A 2  L i o n e s s  R e p o r t

Lioness Carole Gareau
Lioness District Chair.

March is only 2/3 over as I write this, and I’m getting ready for the District Convention.
I’m really looking forward to having a great convention that has been planned the way I wanted it
to go. With the St. Patty’s Day Mardi Gras theme so you can wear your green and your beads for
Friday’s Mixer, to the Ladies Tea hosted by First Lady Bonnie, and Saturday’s Banquet with PID
Steve Sherer as the guest speaker. It should be interesting and fun for everyone.

I had a great time at the joint club meeting between the Richmond Lions, that were the
hosts this year, and the Center Line Lions. It was well attended and everyone enjoyed the
camaraderie with all of the Lions. The Council of Governors meeting went well, and finished on
Saturday evening so no one had to get up early on Sunday morning.
I will have made all nine of my scheduled club visits, and I am still amazed at how different each
club is run by their officers and still get the job done of raising funds to support the community
as well as the District goals. There isn’t a right or wrong way to do it, just different ways. First
Lady Bonnie and I went to 11-C2’s convention on Saturday March 20-21, and had a very good
time. We also attended the Lions Hearing Center of Michigan Appreciation Dinner, and the Novi
Lions Charity Dinner & Auction. I also attended a Lions Hearing Center of Michigan board
meeting, and will attend an Honorary Committee meeting.

First Lady bonnie and I will be going to District 11-A1’s convention on Friday April 16-17,
and to District 11-B1’s convention on Saturday April 17-18. A busy weekend. I would like to have a
great turnout for the Cabinet Meeting on Wednesday, April 21, hosted by RC Jack Patton and
the Lake Orion Lions. This is our final meeting of the year and there will be a lot of business to
go over. I am encouraging all Lions reporting or commenting to keep it short so the meeting
doesn’t run too long. Also, 1 st  VDG Jim, that will be DGE Jim, by then, will again introduce his
Cabinet for his year, for all that weren’t at the District Convention.

I hope everyone that attended the District Convention had a real good time. See you at
the Cabinet Meeting.

Happy Spring!!!

During the month of March I visited the Shelby Lioness and the Richmond
Lioness. Both Clubs were very gracious and we had interesting discussions about
projects they are working on now and planning for the future. In the month of April I
plan to visit the Lake Orion Lioness and the New Haven Lioness Clubs. I will also be
attending the last cabinet meeting on April 21.

As I write this article I’m getting ready to pack for the District Convention.
I hope I will run into some of you there!

Don’t forget our “ HOPE FOR HAITI “ project, they still need our help.
Please mail your checks to me before the last week of May.

I wish you all a wonderful Spring Holiday Season.
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2nd VDG Bob Bobee

By the time you read this article convention will be over. I hope everyone that

attended had a great time. I know that I will be making it my number one priority this year, (To have a

great time) as it has been in the past 18 that I’ve been to. I have NEVER been to a bad District

Convention. District 11-A2 sure knows how to PARTY!!!!!!!

On a more serious note, your club elections are coming up. PLEASE, Club Secretaries, get your

PU-101s to me as soon as you can. We use this information to compile the District Roster Book. If we

do not have your info we have to use last year’s info just to have a contact. Please make sure ALL the

information is up to date before you send it out.

Please send your PU-101s to; Lion Jim Bone

     21745 Cushing

     Eastpointe, Mi. 48021

This is a new address so please make a note of it. It will be corrected in the new roster book.

Through my visits in the district I have had many of you tell me you don’t have a clue as to what is

going on in the district. The best informational highway we have is our own PDG Frank Cunningham. If

you wish to know what is going on in District 11-A2, PDG Frank sends out e-mails at least every other

day. If you wish to be one of those in the know please e-mail PDG Frank @ fcunningham@wowway.com

and he will see to it that you get an e-mail of everything that he gets sent to him. Trust me on this,

PDG Frank has saved my behind a few times with his reminders. Thank you Gov. Frank!!!!!!!!!!!!

In closing, I again want to thank all of you for the hospitality and camaraderie you have shown

me not only this year, but the past few years that I’ve been visiting your clubs. It’s been a hectic few

years but it was well worth it. If things go the way I have them planed, I will leave convention this

year as DGE of the best District in all of Lionism. Only a PDG could begin to tell you how I am feeling

now, as I’m sure they felt the same way when they were in my position. It’s the most humbling

situation I have ever been in, and it is my sincerest hope that I represent YOU in a way that honors

YOU.  That is my hope, my promise, my pledge to you for the upcoming year.

I sincerely thank all of you for your trust and support.

Belated Holiday greetings to all of the District. We are always looking forward to the
future of this great Lions organization. We are working to retain members in our clubs. On
February 8, 2010, our District had an informal meeting in Berkley to bring in a new Berkley
Lions Club. The meeting was conducted by Zone Chair Marilyn Kontos and it was a very
successful first meeting. The following meeting was held on February 22, 2010. Further
meeting dates will be posted on the internet.

On June 5, 2010 at the Burton Manor in Livonia, there will be a JDRF seminar, which
will begin at 8:30 am and end at 2:00 p.m. It will be a complex and educational seminar. If you
wish to be present, wear your Lions shirt and name badge. Call 1-586-758-5974 or
1-800-747-7176 for further information.



Dear District Governor:
Now that you have entered into the second half of your year in office, perhaps you may wish

to take note of one specific item that will further promote the cause of “We Serve” in your
district.  I ask that you advise your fellow Lions of the availability of the recently completed
history of Lions Clubs International:  “Lions Clubs in the 21 st  Century.”  The 383-page book,
published by the association, is available for US$29.95 on order from the Club Supplies Sales
Department.  A handy order form accompanies this letter(or appears on the association’s Web
site—a form has also been sent to you in previous mailings), or it may be purchased by calling Club
Supplies at 1-630-571-5466 or 1-800-710-7822 (U.S. only).  The department’s e-mail is
Clubsupplies@Lionsclubs.org.

Lions Clubs in the 21 st  Century, with over 70 photographs, surveys the nine decades in which
Lions worldwide have been a force for service and good will in their communities, their countries
and around the globe.  Special emphasis is given to the inspiration of Helen Keller in lighting the
way for Lions in their dedication to sight conservation and work with the blind.  Detailed analysis is
provided in how the Lions Clubs International Foundation is generously providing assistance to help
Lions around the world meet crucial needs. The pages also look forward to the future to determine
how Lions can enhance their commitment to humanitarian and voluntary service and expand their
leadership roles in the communities in which they work and reside.

Every Lions club would benefit from having a copy for reference and the enjoyment of
members and, ideally, every newly-inducted Lion may be given a copy.  Books can also be provided as
a way of saying “thank you” to individual members for exceptional service at the end of the year
and to guest speakers at club and district events.   Public and school libraries would also welcome
copies for their shelves, with the inscription that it was donated by the local Lions club.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and sincere best wishes for continuing success
during the remainder of 2009-2010.

Yours truly,
Robert Kleinfelder
Senior Editor (ret.) – THE LION Magazine
Co-author, “Lions Clubs in the 21 st  Century.”

Lions Clubs in the 21st Century
Item Number - S47
US$29.95 each, plus postage/handling.

Number of Copies  __________
Total US$  _________________*
*Postage/Handling charges will be added at the time of processing your order.

Payment (Visa or MasterCard only ):
Name on Card  ___________________________________________________________
Credit Card # __________ - __________ - __________ - __________
Expiration Date ______ / ______

Ship To:
Name  __________________________________________________________________
Address  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number   __________________________________________________________
E-Mail  _________________________________________________________________
Mail order to: Club Supplies Sales Department Order by phone: 1-630-571-5466

Lions Clubs International 1-800-710-7822 (U.S. Only)
300 W. 22 nd St. Order by fax: 1-630-571-0964
Oak Brook, IL  60523-8842
USA

 



Historical Facts about Lionism “OLD and NEW”
HISTORY OF THE WHITE CANE
(As reported by Lions of Michigan)

With White Cane week coming up : April 23 rd - to May 2 nd, let’s stop and take a look at the
history of the White Cane.

The use of a “cane” for the visually impaired dates back to biblical times when the
shepherd’s staff was used as an aid for solitary travel.  Through out history, there is mention of
the use of a cane, staff, or stick for safe travel of the visually impaired.

It was not until after World War 1 that the cane, as we know it today, was promoted for
use by the visually impaired.  This cane is the crook support cane that many of the visually
impaired use today.  This concept spread to Europe and then to North America.

The first White Cane Ordinance was passed in December of 1930 in Peoria, Illinois, giving
blind pedestrians protection and the right-of-way while carrying a White Cane.

At its 1931 Convention in Toronto, Canada, Lions Clubs International promoted the white
cane as a protective device for the blind.

In 1935, a reporter named Jack Little of the Detroit News noticed an article on the white
cane in a small Ohio newspaper.  As a member of the Uptown Lions Club, he mentioned it to his
fellow Lions Club members.  Donald Schuur, an attorney and member of that club, became active in
promoting the white cane in Michigan as a visible symbol for the blind.  He wrote a city ordinance
for Detroit recognizing the white cane, which was passed on February 25, 1936.  To promote the
new ordinance, a demonstration was held at the city hall and the visually impaired were given white
canes.

The following year, Lion Donald Schuur wrote a provision for a bill proposed in the State
Legislature.  The proposal gave the carrier of the white cane protection while traveling on streets
throughout the state.  This bill was signed into law by Governor Frank Murphy in March 1937.  The
first White Cane Proclamation by the Governor of the State of Michigan was also issued that
same year.

During World War II, a number of blinded veterans received rehabilitation at Valley Forge
Veterans Hospital in Pennsylvania, and Hines Hospital in Illinois.  Dr. Richard Hoover developed the
“long cane” method of cane travel.  This cane was longer that the small, crook support cane and
was primarily used as an aid in mobility- that is, the independent, safe travel of  the blinded
veteran.  It was and extension of the person’s arm which detected objects below the waist.
Orientation and mobility instruction for use of the long cane has been formalized and is taught in
rehabilitation centers and schools for the blind.

Since the passage of the first White Cane Law in 1937, several revisions have been made.
One notable addition was the use of dog guide.  Another change eliminated the necessity of the
raising the white cane at the intersection prior to crossing.  A more recent change requires
instruction on the White Cane Law in driver’s education classes.

Following the passage of the first White Cane Law, the District Governor of the Lions of
Michigan decided to develop the White Cane program on a statewide basis.  They appointed a
White Cane Committee to promote use of the white cane and educate the public about the White
Cane Law.  Literature was placed in schools, police department, churches, etc. Radio stations,
newspapers, ministers and school superintendents endorsed the program and cooperated with the
Lions of the state.  Eventually the committee developed items for sale to clubs as a fundraisers
during White Cane Week.  The miniature white cane has become a symbol of the efforts of Lions
Clubs in increase the public’s awareness of their responsibility to protect the visually impaired.

Yours in Lionism
James R. Leach Sr.
District 11-A2 Historian



Lions District 11-A2
Orientation Program

For New or Prospective Members

Being a Lion is a wonderful experience and District 11-A2 want to make every Lion, Lioness, and Leo enjoy their
community involvement as much as possible.

To help everyone along their Lionistic travels we have initiated a quarterly orientation program for new members and
their sponsors.

Please join us on Saturday April 17 at Leader Dog School in Rochester for our first program and you will learn a lot
about the organizations history from the international level right down to the individual club level.

Additional information will be provided about the local charities we support along with state wide projects we
participate in and also how we serve in the international humanitarian arena.

A lot of good information is being provided to help you understand the scope of the organization you have recently or
soon will join.  Lions International is the world’s largest service organization yet we serve our local community first and
that is why you see Lions clubs in most communities.

We hope to see many of you on April 17 with registration at 8:30 and the program starting at 9:00.  The program will be
followed by a tour of Leader Dog School so you can see firsthand one of our major projects.

This is not limited to new Lions so if you are an old timer join us to see if there anything you may not have been exposed
to in your time as a Lion, Lioness or Leo and then see the Leader Dog School at its finest.

If you have any questions please contact Immediate Past District Governor Lion Connie Shelton at 248.505.6842 or

Leadership Chairperson Lion Jim Pettinato at 248.391.4532.

Lions/Lioness
Silent Children’s Speech Program

Join Us In Celebrating
Our 31st Annual

“Very Special Evening”

Wednesday, May 19, 2010

Where : The San Marino Club
1685 E. Big Beaver

Troy, Michigan
Cocktails:  6:00 p.m.     Dinner:  7:00 p.m.

Tickets:  $23.00 per person with Cash Bar

For More Information and Tickets call:
Mary Malmberg @ 586-770-8545 or
Nellie (Bea) Morgan @ 248-544-2451

SAVE THE DATE FOR
Michigan Eye Bank’s

Night for Sight
Celebrating - The Journey to Sight

April 25, 2010
Cranbrook Institute of Science

Bloomfield Hills, MI

Featuring Pediatric cornea recipients,
Madison and Malia and The Blind

Porcupine, a children’s story they wrote
and illustrated to help us understand

their own miracle and Journey to Sight.
4 p.m. Journey to Sight program
5-8 p.m. Strolling, Refreshments

and Museum exhibits
Please RSVP by April 10, 2010

For more information or to RSVP, please
call 734-780-2690 and leave your name,

phone number and number of guests
attending.



All Reservations must be paid in advance to secure a meal
Sorry NO Phone Reservations

Meal Cost:  Lions, Lioness, Leo’s, Guests, PDG’s $12.00
Cabinet Members $10.00

Social – 6:00 PM – Dinner 6:45 PM

CABINET MEETING

HOSTED BY : Lake Orion Lions Club & RC Jack Patton

Location: Kings Court Castle Canterbury Village
2325 Joslyn Rd.

Lake Orion, MI 48360
Please R.S.V.P. by April 13, 2010

Send Reservation to: CT Gene Filus
   14253 Peterboro

     Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Make Checks Payable to: LCI District 11-A2
Name (s): ________________________
Club:____________________________
Number @ $12.00__________________
Number @ $10.00__________________
Total Due________________________

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Dinner Selection:
Sirloin Steak    Qty__________
Frisco Chicken   Qty__________

If no selection is made you will have chicken

Attention Anybody attending the Cabinet Meeting may
bring any BOXED up eye glasses, please no bags of

glasses.  The trailer will be at the meeting.

ROSTER BOOK
CORRECTIONS
* Novi Lions now meet at Leo’s
Sport Bar on Grand River Ave.
(north side), west of Haggerty

Rd.

ATTENTION!
Lions Youth Exchange need host families for this
summer.  We have girls from Turkey and Japan
and boys from Finland still needing homes.  Con-
tact Lion Shawn Blaszczyk @ 248-752-0365 or

any of the committee for more information.

Celebrating - The Journey to Sight

Featuring Pediatric cornea recipients,

Porcupine, a children’s story they wrote

their own miracle and Journey to Sight.

For more information or to RSVP, please
call 734-780-2690 and leave your name,



UPCOMING EVENTS

White Cane Week
April 23, 2010

Thru

May 2, 2010
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April 18, 2010
Center Line Lions Pancake Breakfast

St. Clements Church
10 Mile & Van Dyke

For More Information Contact:
Center Line Lions Club

April 20, 2010
Past District Governors Night

At the America Polish Century Club
33204 Maple Lane

For More Information Contact:
Center Line Lions Club

April 11, 2010
Selfridge North Macomb Lions Club

Euchre Fundraiser Tournament
For More Information Contact:
Tammi G. @ 586-883-4643 or

Shaun C. @586-489-4257
April 17, 2010

Sterling Heights Lions Club
Euchre Fundraiser Tournament
For More Information Contact:

586-254-9433

April 28, 2010
Men’s Rib Night

All You Can Eat Spare Rib Dinner
Advance Tickets Only @
Addison Twp. Lions Club

Lion Bob James @ 248-830-1942 or
North Oakland Elks Club @ 248-628-9270

April 10, 2010
Evening with the Stars

Sterling Heights Lions Club
For More Information Contact:

Ron Papa @ 586-226-9066
Barb Quandt @ 586-405-3620
Barb Swensen @ 586-566-0536

April 14, 2010
New Baltimore Lions Club’s
Relay For Life Fundraiser

At Stevi B’s Pizza
Time: 11:00a.m. - 9:00p.m.

April 17, 2010
Eastpointe Lioness Club

Euchre Tournament
For Reservation or Information Contact:

Diane Boley @ 586-945-6022
Ray Boley @ 586-945-6397

April 11, 2010
Macomb Township Lioness Club

Euchre Tournament
For Reservations or Information Contact:

Rita Stark @ 586-781-9249 or
Diane Robertson @ 586-749-9728

May 15, 2010
The Lathrup Village Lions Club Presents

A Michigan Wine Tasting
All Proceeds Benefit: Welcome Homes

Residential Services
For More Information Contact:

Lion Dick Maxwell @ 248-642-9561
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May 16, 2010
Selfridge North Macomb Lions Club

Euchre Fundraiser Tournament
For More Information Contact:
Tammi G. @ 586-883-4643 or

Shaun C. @586-489-4257

May 15, 2010
Sterling Heights Lions Club

Euchre Fundraiser Tournament
For More Information Contact:

586-254-9433

May 2, 2010
Macomb Township Lioness Club

Pancake Breakfast
Macomb Township Lions Hall

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
For More Information Contact:

Lioness Joyce Kraatz @ 586-781-3668
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June 26, 2010
Selfridge North Macomb Lions Golf Outing
Pre-Registration Required by: June 19,2010

For More Information Contact:
Selfridge North Macomb Lions Club

April 10, 2010
$10,000 Elimination Raffle
New Baltimore Lions Club

Proceeds To Benefit Community Charities
For More Information or Tickets Contact:

Fred @ 586-873-9160



PANAMA CANAL CRUISE
A fundraiser offered by the
Sterling Heights Lioness Club

To benefit Leader Dog for the Blind
When: October 26, 2010

For More Information Contact:
Sterling Heights Lioness Club

IT’S A GO!

The Dinner With The Stars Show at Leader
Dogs For The Blind is a go. We just received

word that June 4, 2010 is a good date for
the show. We are looking for singers, cooks,

bakers, bartenders, set-up, and clean-up
people. Please contact PDG Ron Papa at 586-

226-9066 or RPapa61@ATT.net for more
information.

Clinton Valley Lions
GO GREEN!

The Clinton Valley Lions Club would like to
present to the community our newest

Fundraiser a PAPER RETRIEVER located
at 41601 Garfield in the Kmart lot.

Please help us by recycling your old cata-
logs, magazines, and newspapers, old mail,

office & copy paper, bagged shredded
paper.  PLEASE NO CARDBOARD or

PHONEBOOKS!

Madonna University Hearing Progam
Annual Kick-Off Dinner

Thursday, May 6, 2010

Location:  Madonna University
36600 Schoolcraft Road

Livonia, MI 48150

Fellowship 6:15 pm
Welcome/Introductions 7:00pm

Dinner 7:15 pm
Program 8:00 pm

Parade of Checks 8:15 pm

Cost: 12.00 p/p
Reservations ARE REQUIRED

734-432-5589
Any club getting a donation in prior to the
Kick-off dinner will recieve 2 free tickets

to the dinner.



Welcome NewWelcome NewWelcome NewWelcome NewWelcome New
Lions MembersLions MembersLions MembersLions MembersLions Members

District Governor District Governor District Governor District Governor District Governor
District 11-A2 District 11-A2 District 11-A2 District 11-A2 District 11-A2
Ron Holler Ron Holler Ron Holler Ron Holler Ron Holler
15775 Nader Court 15775 Nader Court 15775 Nader Court 15775 Nader Court 15775 Nader Court
Clinton Twp., MI 48038 Clinton Twp., MI 48038 Clinton Twp., MI 48038 Clinton Twp., MI 48038 Clinton Twp., MI 48038

Deceased MembersDeceased MembersDeceased MembersDeceased MembersDeceased Members

District Governor’s TravelsDistrict Governor’s TravelsDistrict Governor’s TravelsDistrict Governor’s TravelsDistrict Governor’s Travels
April 1 - Selfridge North Macomb Visit

April 8 - Harrison Twp. Visit
April 13 - Richmond Lioness Visit
April 15 - Lake Orion Lioness Visit

April 16-17 - District 11-A1 Convention in Battle Creek
April 17-18 - District 11-B1 Convention in Ann Arbor

April 20 - Center Line PDG Dinner
April 21 - District Cabinet Meeting at Lake Orion

April  24 - Fraser White Cane Dance
April 28 - Addison Twp. Men’s Rib night

Richmond ~ Steve Freeman
Sterling Heights ~ Dino Mollieone ~ Lorie Papa

 ~ James Chaka
Oxford ~ Matt Liedel

Lathrup Village ~ Jerome Clarke
Romeo ~ Grant Powell

Eastpointe ~ William Scharman
Lake Orion ~ Roger Brodeux ~ Jody Clemens

Royal Oak ~ Mark Swan
Southfield ~ Tim Wirkus ~ Ila Rozier


