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Hello to all Lions, Lioness, Leos and anyone who can get a copy of 

this awesome article, ha ha! 

We now have new family members! On Tuesday, February 6th we 

were able to complete the chartering of the new Farmington-Novi 

Centennial Lions Club at the Farmington Manor Banquet Hall in 

Farmington, MI.  .This was a wonderful experience, but it was also a 

sad one as only a few clubs joined the celebration and only a          

minimal number of Lions attended. Even though the attendance was  

low, the spirits were high. Both American and Indian cuisine was served and sampled by everyone.  Not 

all of the new members were able to attend the swearing-in ceremony, but the impact and participation 

by the new club was immediately felt within the District. The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club and 

the Novi Lions Club have already held a joint meeting.  In addition, several members and their families 

attended and helped out at the Lathrup Village Pancake Breakfast this past weekend. Some of you may 

know JJ, a member of the Wixom-Walled Lake Club who is blind and who was born in India but was 

adopted by an American family.  JJ was able to meet and make friends with members from the newly 

chartered club. Not only did JJ celebrate his birthday on Monday the 5th but he also won $50 from the 

50/50 drawing.  It was a real Triple play on his part! 

I just returned from the Michigan Forum.  We had a great crowd on Friday night and we were able to put 

together a little over 1,000 first aid kits for the coaches and trainers of athletes who will be competing in 

the Special Olympics. We were expecting about 100 volunteers for the project, but I would guess the 

turn-out was closer to 150-175. 



We just finished our last round of Region meetings and our next Cabinet Meeting will be April 18th, after 

our convention. District Governor-Elect Jack Patton will run the meeting and I know that he’ll do a great 

job. As of the writing of this article we are down in reservations for the convention and we have not heard 

from a number of clubs about their members who will be attending. In order for you to save a few dollars 

contact Lion Dick Maxwell at 248-642-9561. Lion Frank Cunningham has sent out registration forms several 

times so remember, THIS IS YOUR CONVENTION SO COME HAVE SOME FUN and help the district elect its 

new officers. Our Friday night theme for the mixer is Cowboys and Indians and our guest speaker for the 

Saturday night dinner will be Past International Director Bill Phillipi from Kansas. 

There are many events coming up in the District and I encourage you to attend a few to show support for 

other clubs.  Better yet, go back to the days when we had joint visits with other clubs. We are all Lions,   

regardless of what area we live in. We all have the same heart that beats with pride at belonging to the 

largest and best District in the state.  Remember our motto is, “We Serve”, so help out your club and the 

community you live in. 

Introducing, 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club!! 



1VDG Jack Patton 
Happy February Lions, Lioness and Leo’s 

This month started off with the District Cabinet 

Meeting, followed up by the Region meeting, and the 

state “Forum of Michigan.” All of this is fantastic, but 

perhaps the most exciting event was the chartering of a 

new Club: The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club!  

Lions Dick and Nancy Maxwell are working hard         

organizing the upcoming District Convention in Grand 

Rapids this April. If you want to see what is available in 

GR for some fun on Saturday or Sunday, you can go to 

this web site and view what is offered, or you can wait 

until you get to the convention where there will be a 

Grand Rapids packet put together for you by the Grand 

Rapids Chamber of Commerce. See this YouTube video 

on things to do in Grand Rapids: 

 http://www.experiencegr.com/arnova 

If will be a Grand Rapids packet put together for you by the Grand Rapids Chamber. See this YouTube   

video on things to do in GR: http://www.experiencegr.com/arnova. PLEASE if you would like Lion       

Charlotte and I to be part of your fundraisers or events simply send us an invite via email or snail mail and 

we will put it on our calendar.  

On a personal note, the following is a little short story about my dad: 

I was raised in St. Clair Shores. We enjoyed lake life; not living on the lake, but we fished a lot. That’s 

where I was taught the patience of fishing, hoping to learn how to drive a boat. 

Soon my dad retired, and my parents moved to Au Gres.  The fishing was great: it was good for my dad 

and was good for my mom, since he was out of the house for at least 4-5 hours in the morning! At this 

time, I was 35 or so and had a family of my own; a great and understanding wife and three great kids. 

We would go up and see them on a regular basis, and of course go fishing. Even then I would not be     

allowed to drive the boat. My dad fished at least six days a week, depending on the weather. My brother 

would visit from California, and we would meet at our folks’ house.  Of course, we would go fishing. 

Again, dad would drive the boat even with two fully grown sons on board.  

As many years passed, we would make our trips up to the folks’ and go fishing. I started to notice that 

things were changing with my dad’s vision. He started to make large-dimensioned lines on the coffee  



maker, as making the morning coffee was one of his “jobs.” I asked my mom what was happening, and she 

explained that dad’s vision was failing. She mentioned that they were going to the Kellogg Center for 

testing. Come to find out, he had macular degeneration in both eyes and was going blind, but he still    

wanted to drive the boat.  

Even with this disability, we would go out fishing and he would still drive the boat. Sometimes weather 

would create a need for me to be his “eyes” while navigating. Finally, one day we were making our visits 

and going fishing, and he finally asked the question; “Would you like to take the wheel of the boat?” That 

was at the same time a moment of great excitement and of great sadness. We lost my dad in 2004, and we 

still miss him. 

Charlotte and I both shed tears while writing this story.  However, I write this not-so-short story about my 

dad because I see a parallel between his driving the boat and Lions chairing positions, whether they be in a 

club, at a region or district level, or on a state committee. Please, please, please, let’s not frustrate          

upcoming Lion leaders by not letting them drive the boat. Chairpersons, mentor and trust the leaders 

working at your side to take on the leadership role and to support you. 

Plus, one never knows when they may be hit by a beer truck. Seriously. 

Yours in Lionism, 

1VDG Jack Patton    





Reminder… 

Lion Leo and Lion Dave will be 

at all Region Meetings to collect 

used eye glasses.  Please bring 

your glasses in sealed boxes and 

without cases.  They also will 

collect any used hearing aids.   

The New year has given us a whole lot of snow.  I hope everyone is keeping warm! 

As of the first of February we have received $620 for Project Kid Sight.  If a club has not yet sent a check but 

would like to, you still can.  For those clubs have sent checks, THANK-YOU! 

Before you know it the convention will be here.  Hopefully there will be some Lioness in attendance as it 

always a good time! 

The Macomb Township Lioness had their Euchre Tournament on Sunday, February 25th .  The Sterling 

Heights Lioness Club recently held a Pasta Night fundraiser. 

If any Lioness Club is having something they would like me to put in my corner of the newsletter, please let 

me know. 

I hope everyone had a sweet Valentines Day! 

 

Lion Liaison Lioness Fran Black 



Happenings Around the District... 

The Guest Speaker at the Bear Lake Kick-Off 

Dinner was Otto Guild, a camper for 15 

years and a current student at Northwood 

University where he is pursuing a degree in 

Hospitality Management.  Otto said that his        

involvement in Leadership Development 

while at Camp helped to prepare him for 

college.  “At school you may be the only 

blind person, but at Camp everyone is    

dealing with the same things you are”, Otto 

said.  The Parade of Checks raised over 

$43,000 for the Lions Visually Impaired 

Youth Camp.   Well done, District 11-A2! 

The Troy Community Lions recently volunteered at the Troy Nature Center “Adopt a Maple Tree” 

event where they tapped the tree to help make maple syrup.  They provided cocoa and donuts for 

175 participants in the program. 



Governor Bingham recently presented a Milestone Chevron to Lion Richard Thomas of the     

Birmingham Lions Club in recognition of 57 years of service as a Lion!!  Lion Richard  remains an 

active member of his club despite being 98 years young!  A true inspiration to us all! 

The Lake Orion Lions Club held its Annual Taste of the Town event on February 24th at Canterbury 

Village in Lake Orion.  Delicious food was provided by over 20 area restaurants.  Lion Jim Lykins is 

shown here sampling the best that the Fork n’ Pint has to offer..  Shepherd's Pie and candied     

brussel sprouts!    An auction was also held with many great prizes going to happy winners. 



Many thanks to 

Lion Larry Cole, 

Membership 

Statistician, for 

providing this 

information.. 

The Lake Orion Lions Club welcomes Andrew Millage, sponsored by Roger Brodeur. 

The Rochester Hills Lions Club welcomes Emily Helm, sponsored by Walter Kulesza. 

The Rochester Hills Lions Club welcomes Susan Lardie, sponsored by Walter Kulesza. 

The Pontiac Lions Club welcomes Mary Franklin, sponsored by Eileen Isenberg. 

The Beverly Hills Lions Club welcomes Gordon McMullen, sponsored by William Martin. 

The Fraser Lions Club welcomes Kathleen Niborski, sponsored by Lori Monley. 

The Ortonville Lions Club welcomes Chris Morris, sponsored by Elizabeth Rheaume. 

The Ortonville Lions Club welcomes Jeffery Squire, sponsored by Jayson Rumball. 

The Oxford Lions Club welcomes Adam Bradford, sponsored by Charles Garrard. 

The Shelby Township Lions Club welcomes Tom Vermeulen, sponsored by Michael Digiovanni. 

The Sterling Heights Lions Club welcomes Charles McAllister, sponsored by Thomas Klingensmith. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Srinivas Chaganti. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Murali Cheedalla. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Lalitha Gabe. 

The  Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Transfer Member N C Gopi. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Vedavathi Gowlikar. 

 



The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Poojitha Gundamraju. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Transfer Member Nikhil lllndala. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Srikanth Kalyankar. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Koti Kodumuri. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Ravi Sunkara Krishna. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Venkata Krishna Chaitanya            

Kanaparhi. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Anuradha Kulkami. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Pavan Kumar Jella. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member  Harsha Kusnookar. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Swethasri Makam. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Sandeep Manthripragada. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Subhash Moturu. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Laxim N Maranganti Varahai. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Transfer Member Harika Nethi. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Venkateeswaran Ramanarayana 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Asha Rani Chaganti. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Transfer Member M Srilaxmi. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Transfer Member M Srividhya. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Ramya Vejendia. 

The Farmington-Novi Centennial Lions Club welcomes Charter Member Lavanya Vemuri. 


















