
Having lost the opportunity to share several other quotes with you and then having lost those articles
too (my computer had to be replaced and I lost all my documents), this quote is the first one I saw
today. I can say I have truly learned something and thus I shall change the way I do things in the
future. 

This is a lesson we should all understand; every day is a learning opportunity and should lead us to
change; it’s the natural progression of life.

I hope you all spend the rest of this Lionistic year learning new things and making changes. Next year
my goal is to help us all learn some more new things and make more changes. I have spent the last
couple of years advising you to try new things, whether that be to go to a different kick-off dinner, put
a new twist in your best fundraiser, or try a new service project for a reason. We must learn to change
the way we do things as Lions or we will not reach any of our goals. Take ownership of not just your
personal goals, your club and district goals, but our International goals as well. For instance, Mission
1.5 is International’s goal to attain 1.5 million members by 2027 in order to serve 1 BILLION people
annually. To reach that goal, every single one of us has to believe, learn, change, and participate. We
are not just local Lions Clubs, Districts, Constitutional Areas, etc. We are Lions International! We may
not have decided this particular goal on a local level, but it is still ours and we can achieve it! We may
have to reach higher than we have in the past, but that’s no reason not to try. We hope that you will
take the chance to learn from new training, new service projects and the ideas of new members and
make real changes with us. We are in this together! Friendly competition between clubs or districts is
great as long as we are all working toward the same end goals. 

We are coming up on the holiday season and that means a little break from district meetings and
maybe some club meetings as well. However, I know some of our clubs have awesome service
activities planned for the season. If your club doesn’t have a large-scale project planned, perhaps you
could offer your service to another club. Nothing is as rewarding as knowing that you have helped
someone close by. Getting to see their faces as baskets or gifts are delivered or hearing the stories
from those who do the delivering helps keep us centered on why we became Lions. Service is a gift,
so continue to give generously of yourself. Your time can be worth more than money in many
situations.

Our next round of District meetings starts in January, and we hope to see you all there. 

I wish you all the happiest of Holidays!

Don’t wait another moment…..Go learn something and make changes for the better!
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WWW.LIONSDISTRICT11A2.ORG

1VDG Monthly Submission

Lions District 11 A-2
Roaring News
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Leader Dogs for the Blind is gearing up for Light Up Leader Dog in 2023 and we
need your help! While guests have the opportunity to browse through the
marketplace and walk the paths of luminaries, we need the help of volunteers to
make it a success. These volunteer shifts take place on Saturday, December 9,
starting as early as 3pm! Please see below:

Luminary Deployment | 3-5pm - 3 volunteers needed
Traffic Control | 5-6:30pm - 5 volunteers needed
Traffic Control | 6:30-8:00pm - 5 volunteers needed
Greeter on Walking Path | 5:30-6pm - 1 volunteer needed
Greeter on Walking Path | 6:30-8:00pm - 1 volunteer needed
Luminary Retrieval | 8-9:30pm - 8 volunteers needed

If you're available to volunteer, please email me at: anne.preston@leaderdog.org -
- let me know which shift you'd like to sign up for. Thank you in advance for all of
your help & support - please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
For more information on Leader Dog’s Light Up Leader Dog: Light Up Leader Dog
- Leader Dogs for the Blind
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District Rolls Out Plans
for District Convention
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There will be four $3,000 scholarships awarded. 

Please mail completed scholarship application to: 
The Lions of Michigan State Office 
Attn: Scholarship Committee 
Executive Drive, Lansing, MI 48911 
Web: www.lionsofmi.com 
email: lions@lionsofmi.com 

Scholarship Criteria 
Must be legally blind and provide verification 
Must be a resident of the State of Michigan and a United States Citizen (International
students must provide proof of citizenship) and either attending or accepted by an
accredited trade or business school, college or university. 
Applicants must complete the official scholarship application (both sides). 
Must submit two letters of recommendation. 
Must submit an essay outlining why you need the scholarship. 
Must have a minimum GPA of 2.5 (transcript required).
Completed scholarship applications must be postmarked NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 15th
annually. 
Must attend the Lions of Michigan Forum to accept scholarship during a ceremonial
presentation. (Actual check(s) will be issued to the school/university/equipment
manufacturer upon submission of documentation.) Two weeks notice required.

DECEMBER
2023

Lions District 11 A-2
Roaring News

"SERVING OAKLAND AND MACOMB COUNTIES"
WWW.LIONSDISTRICT11A2.ORG

2024 Lions of Michigan Scholarship for the
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https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/michigan-lions-forum-february-2023
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Lions Recognition Opportunities

The LIONS OF MICHIGAN HALL OF FAME is a
project of the Lions of Michigan Foundation.
The purpose of the Hall of Fame is to recognize
and honor those individuals who have had a
significant impact on Lionism in Michigan and
to preserve a memory and record of their
service. 

LMSF “Hall of Fame application, due by 12-31-
23 and sent to Governor Kelley. Click on the
image at right to review the application. 

Nominations are due to RC Lion Sonny Eplin by 12-31-23.
Click the image at left to review the application. 

The Nominee will be the Lion with the following minimum
qualifications. 

A Lion for 5 years
A graduate of the Leadership Institute
Is or have been a Club officer or Board Member 
A Member in good standing
Must be nominated by their Home Club
Must be recommended by a Region Chair or Zone
Chair
District Governors are not eligible 

Lions of Michigan 

Hall of Fame

District 11 A2 

Paul Hemeryck Outsanding
Leadership Award



Lions District 11 A-2
Roaring News

"SERVING OAKLAND AND MACOMB COUNTIES"
WWW.LIONSDISTRICT11A2.ORG

DECEMBER
2023

Lions Recognition Opportunities

We all know Lions that do great things in our
clubs and the district. Have you ever
considered them for nomination for the
District 11-A2 Distinguished Service Award?
This award is presented each year to a fellow
Lion by the Past District Governors of District
11-A2. This award is funded by the Past District
Governors and no District funds are used.

Please read further information and the
criteria used in the attachment. All
applications must be signed by a Past District
Governor and a PDG can sign only one
application per year. 

If you have any further questions feel free to
contact me or IPDG Lion Shawn Blaszczyk. All
applications must be submitted by February 1,
2023. Click the image at left to review the
application. 

District 11 A2

Distinguished Service
Award
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Now Seeking Youth Camp
and Exchange Sponsors

Are you ready to embark on a life-changing adventure
that will open your mind and heart? Are you curious
about other cultures and ways of life? Do you want to
develop your skills in a second language? Would you
like to cultivate new friendships with individuals that
have different backgrounds, beliefs, and customs than
you? The Youth Camps and Exchange (YCE) Program
may be the opportunity you are seeking.

As a YCE you will:
� Live with a family in another country
� Meet people your age from around the world
� Learn about what it means to be a Lion or Leo in
another country
� Deepen your understanding of yourself and the world
around you
� Learn how to foster peace and understanding among
peoples of the world

For more information and to apply, contact District
Governor Kelley Unruh. 
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Dear Lions of District 11A2-

My definition of a Lion is "someone who appreciates what they have/have been
given and want to help others." I know that is a definition of YOU.
Continuing on our journey to assist others through our Foundation, here are some
thoughts I am hoping you will consider: 
 
LCIF gratefully accepts a $5.00 donation (I checked with them)-even though fees are
taken out when we donate by credit card. Are you, an individual Lion, willing to
donate at least $5.00 a month to LCIF to help others? We have over 1,200 members
in our District. If we were able to have even 10% of us donate just $5.00 a month, we
would have donated over $5,000.00 individually to LCIF, our Club would get credit
because of the donation and individually we would get credit towards a Melvin
Jones. Hmmm. This is a win-win all the way around! Beginning this month, let's see
how many of us can donate at least $5.00 a month to LCIF, along with our Club
donations. Even if, when you fill out the form online, you are unsure of your Club
number or your Member Number, LCIF can take care of that or your Secretary can
help you out with that.
 
Also, December will mark the half-way point of our Lion Year. Yikes! If your Club
could donate at least half of its budgeted amount to LCIF before the end of
December, that would give us an idea of where we are in our donations for the year.
 
With Gratitude for all YOU do!
 
Lion Maureen Kennedy, PRC
LCIF District Coordinator, District 11A2
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Hello Fellow Lions,
 
I am reaching out on behalf of Ryder Finkel and his family. Ryder is a 7 year old who
lives in Washington Twp. who was just diagnosed with a rare form of inoperable brain
cancer, DIPG. Ryder is my nephew's best friend, and my brother's family and Ryder's
family are extremely close. Because of this fact, I have made it my mission to help
Ryder and his family in whatever way I can and help him experience as much as he
can with whatever time he may have left. Hopefully, we can help create a few more
memories for him and his family.
 
It never ceases to amaze me how much our small community rallies around those in
need. As a testament to this, the community, along with additional outside donations,
has raised almost $130k since October 20th, completely shattering the original goal of
$25k. The Romeo Lions are also trying to help raise funds for the family and utilize our
connections to help this family in whatever way we can. I am asking your club to join
us in this venture.
 
With permission and input from the family, I designed a t-shirt that FAMS Screen
Printing and Embroidery is selling to raise funds for the family as well. The Romeo
Lions are providing a t-shirt to every student and faculty member at his school, Indian
Hills Elementary, so that everyone can show support for Ryder and his family,
regardless of their financial situation.
 
With childhood cancer being a main cause of LCIF, we ask that our fellow Lions
consider purchasing a t-shirt, or helping in whatever way that you can. Please feel free
to share Ryder's story and the link to his shirt. I have also provided the link to his
gofundme below for more information.
 
If anyone has any questions, or would like more information, please feel free to reach
out to me directly. Thank you.
 
 https://gofund.me/ceaef319

Yours in Lionism,

ZC   Jamie Lucero
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New Members Welcomed In November

Ortonville
Jennifer Bowerman sponsored by Kimberly Bishop
William Bowerman sponsoredy by Kimberly Bishop
Allison Reis sponsored by Edward Albertson

Upcoming Events
Click on the calendar icon for more information. 
To submit an event, email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. The deadline each month is
the 1st. 

New Baltimore 
Dawn Cherwinski sponsored by Glenn Zampaglione
Ralph DeBucce sponsored by Jeffrey Byrum
Lori Dolman sponsored by Jeffrey Byrum
Mary Roland sponsored by Tammi Graber
Amy Vassallo sponsored by Glenn Zampaglione

Fraser
Kayla Porvaznick

Sterling Heights
Ruth Gallant sponsored by Belle Gniazdoski

Eastpointe
Alicia Fairlamb sponsored by Debra Richards
Harriet Houge sponsored by Randall Lewis
Laura Viola sponsored by Randall Lewis

DECEMBER
2023

Pontiac
Angela Powell sponsored by Laurie Bishop

19
DEC

Sterling Heights
Lioness Tea  and
Strumpets

14
JAN

Royal Oak Lions
Trivia 18

JAN

Roseville Lions
Spaghetti Dinner 25

JAN

Cabinet Meeting -
Beverly Hills Lions 10

FEB

Bear Lake Polar
Bear Plunge

14
FEB

Region II Meeting -
Royal Oak Lions 21

FEB

Bear Lake Dinner -
Shelby Lions at
Fraser Lions

21-25
FEB

New Baltimore
Lions Winterfest 23-24

FEB
Michigan Lions
Forum

23
FEB

Sterling Heights
Lions Trivia 

DEC
12 Selfridge

Chesterfield  
Fundraiser 

12
JAN

Sterling Heights
Euchre
Tournament

https://www.lionswinterfest.com/
https://www.lionswinterfest.com/
https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/michigan-lions-forum-february-2023
https://www.lionsofmi.com/index.php/michigan-lions-forum-february-2023
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Donation Mailing Addresses 

Sight Conservation/Diabetes/DAD
PZC Roger Blackwell, Chair
4555 Windswept Drive
Milford, MI 48380

Bear Lake (Lions Visually
Impaired Youth Camp) 
PDG Jack Patton, Chair
1880 Lochinvar Blvd
Oakland, MI 48363

Beaumont Silent Children's Fund 
Children's Speech Pathology
Attn: Kellie Bouren
4949 Coolidge Hwy
Royal Oak, MI 48073

Eversight
Attn: Alex Teska
3985 Research Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

District 11-A2 Project KidSight, Inc. 
Paul Hemeryck, PCC 
25509 Kelly Rd. 
Roseville, MI 48066 

Lions Club International Foundation 
Lions Clubs International Foundation 
Department 4547 
Carol Stream, IL 60122 

Please Note: All checks should have the Club ID 
number or the Individual Member ID number in 
the memo section. 

Leader Dogs for the Blind 
CHM Frank Cunningham, PCC 
1039 S. Rochester Rd. 
Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

Lions of Michigan All State Band
Mike Shields
52995 Washington Street
New Baltimore, MI 48047

Lions of Michigan Service
Foundation 
Leo Schaefer, IPDG 
46399 Imperial Ln 
Macomb Twp., MI 48044-3922 

Sight Conservation / Diabetes 
CHM Roger Blackwell, PZC 
4555 Windswept Dr. 
Milford, MI 48380 

Penrickton Center for Blind Children 
CHM Dick Maxwell, PCT 
18701 Walmer Ln. 
Beverly Hills, MI 48025 
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Happening Around the District
Does your club have work you'd like to highlight? 
Email details to lionsnewsletter11a2@gmail.com. 
The deadline each month is the 1st. 

Troy Community Lions Hold
Mammography Info Session
Troy Community Lion Mary Jo Nanni presented
Dr. Julie Schultz M.D., the Medical Director of
Breast Imaging at Ascension Providence
Rochester, with a Heart of a Lion Award. Both Dr.
Schultz and Lion Mary Jo conducted an
informative session on Mammography Advances
and Breast Health. This community session was
held in conjunction with Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. 

Local Lionesses Serve
Holiday First Responders
Each year the Sterling Heights Lioness Lions Club
Branch delivers a cookie trays on Thanksgiving
morning to those who have to work. This year we
delivered 35 trays of homemade cookies to
Sterling Heights, Shelby, Clinton Township police
and fire, hospitals, nursing homes and the US
Coast Guard Station Sector Detroit. 
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